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“Youth Wavemakers has
taught me I can make a
difference no matter how
old I am. I am fighting for
my healthy future!”
Tasha Kondics, St James student.

78 youth
workshops and
events attended by
4300 Albertan Youth
from Kindergarten
to University.

VISION

The Wavemakers
program seeks to
educate, engage and
inspire youth in North
America to take action
on global and local
water, sanitation and
hygiene (WASH) issues.

MISSION

To inspire youth to
be lifelong champions
in addressing global
water and sanitation
challenges.

STRATEGIES
Our strategies to achieve
this vision include:
• Engage, educate and support youth
to take meaningful action on water
and sanitation issues.
• Foster a long-term relationship
with youth.
• Develop and make available
resources that engage and educate
youth on water and sanitation issues.
• Engage, educate and support
educators.

STEPHANIE’S
LETTER

C

ongratulations to our Youth Wavemakers for another year of inspiring projects
taking action on local and global water and sanitation issues! Wavemakers
continues to engage youth of all ages in global water and sanitation issues.
The Wavemakers program is a leader in global and local environmental education for
teachers seeking to dig deeply into water issues and take informed action. Educators
engage with us to complement their curriculum, eco clubs, “Me to We” clubs and social
justice clubs. Most importantly, educators engage Wavemakers resources to inspire
students to take action on water issues in their communities.
Youth projects had a wide reach and focus across Alberta. Projects included educational
campaigns to encourage friends and family to reduce their water usage, reusable water
bottle sales, design of complex living wall systems, a 5km water walk to raise awareness,
and building portable toilets to take ice fishing.
Over the past year we saw a significant rise in the number of classroom workshops
delivered in the Calgary area, with 78 workshops and events delivered to 4,300
participants from kindergarten to university. These workshops inspired meaningful action
by several young Wavemakers. For instance, a Grade 3 student from Chestermere is
educating his friends and family on the work that CAWST does all around the world.

Stephanie Southgate
Program Manager,
Youth Wavemakers

Thank you to our funders, volunteers and partners for supporting Wavemakers
throughout the year, your support is invaluable to our work. Thank you to our youth
Wavemakers and educators for the positive impact that you are making within your
communities and the world.

Maya Ghai of Renert School speaks
at World Water Day 2017,
alongside Mayor Naheed Nenshi
and CAWST CEO Shauna Curry

LOOKING
FORWARD

In the 2017/18 school year we will:
• Create a quarterly newsletter written by youth to engage other youth in water issues.
• Collaborate with organizations in Calgary and Edmonton to expand our existing high school
classroom workshops to include region-specific local water issues and projects.
• Host the first “Ride the Rockies” youth bike trip to engage youth in water issues.
A video will be created to inspire other youth to take action.

WAVEMAKERS
ACTION STORY

2016/17
RESULTS
5000 educator resources downloaded

If You’re Ice Fishing and Have to go –
a Youth Wavemakers Project in
Grande Cache

206 youth directly involved in action
projects reaching 3200 people.

Written by Holly Claeys,
CAWST Communications and Engagement Officer
A group of avid ice-fishers from Grande Cache Community High School
developed a solution to a sanitation problem in their community by
creating what they call a “portable pooper”. The ten high schoolers,
headed by teacher Johanna Dalton, identified the challenge of a lack of
bathroom options for ice fishers and hunters and decided to act. Their
solution: a 5-gallon pail, wooden frame, toilet seat, handles, toilet paper
holder, and a removable bag. What they had created was a portable
toilet that allows for safe disposal of human excreta.
Grand Cache is located around 400km west of Edmonton and much
of the ice fishing and hunting in the area happens on the town’s
main water source; making the proper disposal of human waste a
particularly important issue for the area.
“I enjoyed my experience with the Youth Wavemakers Program and
have learned lots since I started”, says Grand Cache student Dannielle
Harrison. 98.8% of youth that participated in a Wavemakers Action
project agree that they have the knowledge and skills to take action on
global and local water, sanitation and hygiene issues as a result.

100% of youth agree that they have an
increased awareness of global and local
water, sanitation and hygiene issues as a
result of participating in a Wavemakers
Action project.

Students also had a chance to share their learning. The students from
Grand Cache held an information session for their “portable pooper”
that was attended by 30 people in their local community.
Grande Cache High School was awarded a $500 action grant through
Wavemakers Career and Technology Foundations (CTF) online course.
The course allows teachers to remotely access materials that help
students examine water conservation and management, locally and
globally, and propose actions that foster sustainable management of
water resources.
The “portable pooper” was such a hit that CBC’s Calgary Eyeopener
featured the project prior to World Water Day.

43 teachers attended 5 educator workshops.
100% of teachers agree “as a result of the
educator workshop I feel more capable
of teaching about water and
sanitation issues in my classroom”

LOOKING
FORWARD

STUDENT
STORY

Designing a Deeper
Connection to Water
Written by Alison Katzko, Edgemont School
Grade 5 Teacher

T
Students from Arbour Lake with Mayor Nenshi at the Mayor’s
Environment Expo with their living wall project.

Living Wall Living Well
Written by Arbour lake Students

I

n November, eight students from our grade had the privilege
to go to the CAWST Wavemakers Summit. We were excited
to learn about water and sanitation issues that our world is
currently facing. We left the summit inspired to create a more
efficient way to live. The idea of a living wall came up at many
meetings our school attended. We thought building a living
wall would reach our goal of becoming more sustainable. We
researched how to build a living wall, and even visited a seniors’
home to learn about how to care for plants.
This experience has given us multiple opportunities, and without
CAWST none of this would have been possible. We had a chance
to attend different meetings that helped our project come
to life. Our school was involved in the City of Calgary’s EcoLeaders program and was also awarded the Jack Leslie Youth
Environmental Award and a grant of $1000.00 to incorporate
more sustainable aspects to our wall. This project has taught us
the importance of hard work. We all worked as a team to make
our idea of a living wall become a reality.
Note: the Wavemakers Summit is an annual event that brings
together youth in Grades 7 - 12 from across Alberta to engage
directly with local water experts to learn more about issues
related to Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH). Teams learn
how to make meaningful action and can apply for a $500 grant
to implement their action project!

he Grade 5 students at Edgemont School were inspired
by a workshop on global water development perspectives
presented by Stephanie Southgate from CAWST. One of the
participating students, Ife, said, “When CAWST came in and
our presenter shared water issues around the world it was fun.
Usually the presenters in classrooms get to do all the talking,
but we, the students, got to do activities this time. We had to
solve problems that have to do with water issues around the
world”. The grade 5’s continued to learn about water through
the curriculum for the rest of the year, focused on: “How are we
connected through water in Canada?”
The students learned a great deal about water including
weather, wetlands, impact of water in Canadian history. The
students were given a design task of building an interactive
display to teach others about a water issue that they were
interested in. “We had to go through a process of design thinking
that included researching, questioning, sketching, building a
prototype of paper, tweaking our ideas from getting feedback,
and finally building. It was a lot of work, but fun.” explains Eiman.
Our studies of Canadian water issues inspired a deeper
understanding of Canadian perspectives and connections to water.
The grade 5 students and teachers at Edgemont school would like
to thank CAWST for coming into our classrooms and inspiring us to
build a deeper understanding of our connection to water.
There is more information on our website:
http://katzkosclass.weebly.com/design-task.html
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